
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Eucharist & Evangelization Workshop with Fr. Paul Turner Follow-up: 

 

Look for an individual e-mail directing you to 

resources on the Diocesan website from Father 

Turner’s excellent workshop in Atlantic on 

January 23.  The resources will include Father 

Turner’s slides and videos.  A catechetical leader, 

a deacon and a priest (sounds like the beginning of 

a joke) all said something very similar to Father 

Turner and me at the end of the conference.  

“Although it might have been basic for some, it 

was an urgent reminder that we need to 

understand and use the resources found in the 

lectionary, the collects and the Rites found in the RCIA to underscore the primacy of liturgy and 

Eucharist as our source and summit.”   

 

With that said, this newsletter will start a weekly resource that utilizes the collect (opening 

prayer) that you can share with those who assist you in your formation ministry outreach.  The 

resource will have a component for children, youth, and adults.  We will break open this 

Sunday’s collect (February 2nd Presentation of the Lord) and the following week (February 9th 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time).  This way your catechists and volunteers can incorporate this 

into their formation sessions.  You will find this resource in the attachments to this e-newsletter.   

 

CLADD Leadership Insights on CLADD Retreat with Marge Fenelon – February 20-21 in 

Council Bluffs – Register Today: 

 

This week the CLADD Leadership Team spoke with Marge Fenelon on a conference call.  They 

shared what is important to them about a retreat with and for our colleagues: 
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 An opportunity to share our ministry and faith with one another. 

 Being able to accompany others and be accompanied – to connect. 

 To be ministered to in a unique environment and build the 

kingdom together with God.   

 Reflect on where I am in my ministry calling and where God is 

leading me. 

 To bask in God’s presence as his beloved.   

 

Next week be prepared to get a call from one of these leaders as they 

discuss the CLADD Retreat and invite you to join them and other 

colleagues from around the diocese.  This retreat is for all who work as a 

catechetical leader in religious education, youth ministry, adult faith formation, sacramental 

preparation and RCIA.   

 

A flyer is attached.  Special pricing at the Holiday Inn is still available so contact them today.   

 

Spring Retreat Opportunities for Teens across the Diocese: 
 

Registration is live and active for two 

spring retreats for teens:  

 one for high-school seniors 

(Radix),  

 and another aimed at candidates 

for Confirmation, with their 

parents/sponsors (Fanning the 

Flame).   

 

Radix is a Friday-after-school through 

Sunday afternoon retreat.  Fanning the 

Flame is a one-day morning-to-afternoon retreat.  Both are held at the St. Thomas More Center.   

 

Dates for this spring’s retreats are: 

 March 6-8 (Radix),  

 April 4 (Fanning the Flame),  

 May 1-3 (Radix).   

 

Registration deadlines, promotional images, and more information are all available at the 

respective websites (www.dmdiocese.org/Radix and www.dmdiocese.org/FanningtheFlame).  

Contact Justin White at jwhite@dmdiocese.or for more information.   

 

A Morning with Bishop Joensen Save the Date for April 23 at St. John parish in Adel: 

 

More to come but Bishop Joensen will pray with us and spend time getting to know our 

community, ministry and for us to get to know him. 

 

We will also distribute Catechetical Leadership Service Awards in April as well.   

http://www.dmdiocese.org/Radix
http://www.dmdiocese.org/FanningtheFlame
mailto:jwhite@dmdiocese.or


 

By the way, the picture to the left is Bishop Joensen’s official picture.   

 

Please use this image, or a cropped version of this image, instead of the 

photo you were given when he was first appointed to our diocese (picture of 

him with a priest’s collar).   

 

Let me know if you have any questions or need a copy sent to you under 

separate cover.   

 

NCCL invites you to participate in a survey to help NCCL understand the critical state of 

catechetical and evangelization ministry:   

 

NCCL Survey 2020 
The National Conference for Catechetical Leadership (NCCL) exists to serve you and the critical 

catechetical mission of the Catholic Church in the U.S.  NCCL strives to be a strong voice for 

you and want to do a better job of serving you.  Leadership of NCCL is asking you to take 15 

minutes to complete an online survey whether you are a current member or not. Your responses 

will go directly to Meitler, a nationally recognized church management consulting firm, who will 

collate the results while keeping your individual responses confidential.  The data will provide 

critical information on the current state of catechetical ministry, while assessing hopes and needs 

of the ministry’s leadership. 

 

You can participate now by clicking on the link below. The survey, with easy to follow 

instructions in both Spanish and English, will pop up on your computer. 

 

Survey submissions should be completed no later than February 18. 

 

Survey link.  https://survey.meitler.com/s3/NCCL-Survey-2020  

 

Special Rate for Members in Iowa – Register for the NCCL Convocation this May in 

Dubuque: 

 

Participants from the Province of 

Dubuque (our Diocese) are eligible for 

a special discounted registration rate of 

$305.00 even though the early bird 

registration period has passed.  Use this 

registration link: 

https://nccl.org/product/nccl-2020-

annual-convocation/ 

 

You will want to activate your NCCL 

membership before registering for the 

Convocation.   

https://survey.meitler.com/s3/NCCL-Survey-2020
https://nccl.org/product/nccl-2020-annual-convocation/
https://nccl.org/product/nccl-2020-annual-convocation/


 

Apart from the opportunity for prayer, rejuvenation, and formation, the NCCL gathering will 

provide everyone with the best opportunity to connect as catechetical professionals.  You’ll come 

away with confidence in leadership, a broader and deeper network, and a revitalization of your 

ministry to bring to your own faith community. 

 

If you have any questions about NCCL Membership or the Convocation contact Tom Quinlan 

(former Board Member) at tquinlan@sjeciowa.org or me.   

 

Free Professional Development Webinar from Ave Maria Press and NCCL – February 4 

beginning at 2:00 pm CST: 

 

Scripture is proclaimed at every Mass, but how 

many people actually “remain” in the Word, 

which Jesus said will make them “truly” his 

disciples (Jn 8:31)?  How can a parish foster a 

deeper relationship with Christ in Scripture 

among parishioners?  In this webinar, Sarah 

Christmyer will discuss the importance of 

intentional Scripture formation and will offer 

some general principles and practices to foster 

ongoing, fruitful engagement with the Word of 

God. 

 

Registration link for the webinar.  

 

Sarah Christmyer is a Catholic author, speaker, and adjunct faculty member at St. Charles 

Borromeo Seminary, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  She is the co-developer and founding editor 

of The Great Adventure Catholic Bible study program, where she served as director from 2010 to 

2013.  

 

Ave Maria Press explores Stress, Anxiety and Mental Health in their new series: 

 

Do you feel stressed out, anxious, or depressed?  Are you afraid to talk with a professional 

because you’re worried that someone will find out and think less of you?  What steps can you 

take to regain a sense of balance and peace? 

 

mailto:tquinlan@sjeciowa.org
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7773632274358634497?utm_source=bronto&utm_medium=email&utm_term=Sign+Up&utm_content=WEBINAR:+Fostering+Fruitful+Engagement+with+the+Word+in+Your+Parish&utm_campaign=200129+Webinar+-+Christmyer+-+Invite+-+PMR&_bta_tid=17364654351401968224973794330464276517946306621261053867393076448716779405911729327695319591984507780840771&_bta_c=6cacpbbnag6q4de2mxxhfs7m76etc


Ave Explores: Stress, Anxiety, and Mental Health has some answers to your questions and 

concerns. 

Week 3 Topic – Finding hope in loss and addiction.  See link below along with week’s 1 and 2.  

We all know what it means to lose someone—whether to death, to drifting apart, to struggling 

with a rift within the family, or to the loss of the life we wanted.  Loss touches us all, in one way 

or other.  This week, we explore grief and loss, asking how we can walk through dark valleys 

and seek hope in the midst of hardship and loss. 

 

Resource list link:  

 

Week 3 – Finding Hope in Loss and Addiction Link  

 

Week 2 – Understanding Anxiety, Depression, and Mental Health Link  

 

Week 1 – Let’s Talk About Mental Health Link  

 

Use this link to sign up for the additional weeks programming delivered right to your inbox - 

https://www.avemariapress.com/aveexplores-mentalhealth/signup/ 

 

If you are in crisis or you think you may have an emergency, call your doctor or 911 

immediately.  If you're having suicidal thoughts, call 1-800-273-TALK (8255) to talk to a 

skilled, trained counselor at a crisis center in your area at any time (National Suicide 

Prevention Lifeline).  
 

 

 

 

https://www.avemariapress.com/dynamicmedia/files/021c2a10df247c32aa3236fe7c01927d/Ave_Explores_Mental_Health_Resource_List.pdf
https://www.avemariapress.com/aveexplores-mentalhealth/week3/?utm_source=bronto&utm_medium=email&utm_term=Scott+Weeman,+speaker,+author,+and+founder+and+executive+director+of+Catholic+in+Recovery,+explores+how+the+12+Step+program+of+recovery+aligns+beautifully+with+the+sacraments,+and+helps+us+understand+how+Catholics+can+uniquely+help+those+struggling+with+addiction.&utm_content=Ave+Explores:+Finding+Hope+in+Loss+and+Addiction&utm_campaign=200129+Ave+Explores+Mental+Health+-+Week+3&_bta_tid=35875130411401968224973794339629944081637616715258094649491458831565340929072177634474207352173283724417607&_bta_c=f8h7kr9zhez8ce57r9eegc0kpmr4h
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